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1. Purpose of Report 

This report has three aims: 

1.1 To introduce the Children and Young People’s Needs Assessment.  This report 
provides an update of data on Children and Young People in Solihull.  The attached 
report provides key comparative health and well-being indicators so that the Board 
and partners have a single summary of our most recent position.  

1.2 To update the Board that a more comprehensive needs assessment is planned for 
2023.  This will take account of the most recent Census data but will also include 
qualitative information.  It will set out to provide an understanding of the picture of 
children’s physical, emotional and mental health and what it is like to be a child or 
young person living in Solihull. 

1.3 To update the Board on the proposal to develop a high level, Solihull-wide vision and 
strategy for Children and Young People. 

 



 

 

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 To receive the Children and Young People’s Needs Assessment. 

2.2 To note that a more comprehensive report will be available in 2023. 

2.3 To endorse the development of a Children and Young People’s vision and strategy 
and that this is acknowledged as a priority of the Solihull Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy.  

3. Matters for Consideration 

 
There are some important headlines to draw out of the Children and Young People’s Needs 
Assessment. 

3.1 Almost a quarter of Solihull’s population are aged 0-19 years old but in some areas of 
Solihull, the population of children and young persons is much higher.   

3.2 It is important to note that in several Solihull wards, a higher proportion of children are 
living in poverty, compared to England and the West Midlands. Childhood poverty is 
linked to higher rates of offending and may also lead to premature mortality and poor 
health outcomes in adulthood.  

3.3 Solihull hospital admission rates for injury in children is significantly worse than 
England, 88.5 admissions per 10,000 children compared to a rate of 75.7 in England.  
Injuries are a leading cause of hospitalisation and at a national level, can represent a 
major cause of premature mortality for children and young people. They are also a 
source of long-term health issues.  

3.4 Existing inequalities mean that children growing up in the most deprived areas of 
Solihull can expect to live 10 years less than those living in the least deprived areas.  

There is a clear rationale for the proposal for a new strategy: 

3.5 The purpose of the Children and Young People’s Strategy would be to bring greater 
connectivity across all the work that is being done to improve outcomes for the 
children and young people of Solihull.  It goes broader than that too; by having a 
single vision and ambition, the vision and strategy will help to demonstrate how 
children and young people are at the centre of all that we do.  The vision and strategy 
will bring greater cohesion across the excellent partnership work that already 
happens. 

3.6 The more comprehensive needs assessment, planned for 2023, which captures the 
voices of children and young people, will be a key document informing the vision and 
strategy. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 The only other option would be to not have an overarching strategy.   



 

 

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 To ensure that Children and Young People are at the heart of every decision made 
across Solihull Borough by all partners. 

5.2 To maximise positive outcomes for Children and Young People. 

5.3 To provide a clear framework for understanding the totality of impact of partnership 
activity on Children & Young People. 

5.4 To ensure that the voice of Children and Young People is heard. 

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

People and Communities: 

1. Improving outcomes for children and 
young people in Solihull. 

2. Good quality, responsive, and dignified 
care and support for Adults in Solihull 
when they need it. 

3. Take action to improve life chances and 
health outcomes in our most 
disadvantaged communities. 

4. Enable communities to thrive. 

The vision and strategy, informed by needs 
assessments would have improving 
outcomes for children and strategy at its 
heart. 

 

 

Economy: 

5. Develop and promote the borough’s 
economy, with a focus on revitalising 
our town and local centres. 

6. Maximising the opportunities of UK 
Central and HS2. 

7. Increase the supply of affordable and 
social housing that is environmentally 
sustainable. 

The overarching vision and strategy would 
help to ensure that all that happens to 
promote the economy has children and 
young people at its centre. 

Environment: 

8. Enhance our natural environment, 
improve air quality and reduce net 
carbon emissions. 

The vision and strategy will help to ensure 
that our work to reduce net carbon 
emissions takes the needs of children and 
young people into account. 

9. Promote employee wellbeing The vision and strategy, by seeking to 
improve outcomes for children and young 
people,  will also support families.  It will be 
relevant to all people who live and work in 
Solihull, including employees.  

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/About-the-Council/The-Council-plan


 

 

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 When developed, the vision and strategy will be subject to consultation. 

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.3.1 None 

6.4 Legal implications: 

6.4.1 None 

6.5 Risk implications, including Risk Appetite: 

6.5.1 None 

6.6 Equality implications: 

6.6.1 This overarching strategy will dovetail closely with the health inequalities strategy to 
ensure that we are supporting those facing the most disadvantage the first. 

6.7 Linkages to our work with the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA), Local 
Enterprise Partnership or the Birmingham & Solihull Integrated Care System (ICS): 

6.7.1 It is envisaged that this overarching strategy will be closely aligned with the work of 
the combined authority and the plans and strategies of the ICS. 

7. List of appendices referred to 

7.1 Health Related Behaviour Questionnaire 2022 Solihull Summary 

8. Background papers used to compile this report  

8.1 Solihull Child Health Profile March 2021 Link to Download Reports 

8.2 Improving health outcomes for vulnerable children and young people. Link to 
Download Reports 

8.3 Solihull Schools Health Related Behaviour Questionnaire 2022, see appendix. 

9. List of other relevant documents 

9.1 Enter text. 

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-profiles/data#page/13/gid/1938133228/pat/6/par/E12000005/ati/402/are/E08000029/iid/92196/age/2/sex/4/cat/-1/ctp/-1/yrr/3/cid/4/tbm/1
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-profiles/data#page/13/gid/1938133228/pat/6/par/E12000005/ati/402/are/E08000029/iid/92196/age/2/sex/4/cat/-1/ctp/-1/yrr/3/cid/4/tbm/1
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-profiles/data#page/13/gid/1938133228/pat/6/par/E12000005/ati/402/are/E08000029/iid/92196/age/2/sex/4/cat/-1/ctp/-1/yrr/3/cid/4/tbm/1

